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READING
1 SPEAKING  Work in pairs and 

discuss.

1 Which celebrities are currently 
in the news or have been 
recently?

2 Why are they in the news?

2 Look at the people (A–E) in the 
photos. Match each one to the 
thoughts below. 

1 I can’t believe I’m this close 
to him/her. 

2 Can’t wait to post this 
on Instagram. 

3 Look at me! 
4 Leave me alone. 
5 I wonder what he’s up to. 

3 SPEAKING  Compare with a 
partner. What other thoughts 
might they be having? 

4 Read the article, which comes 
from an online magazine, quickly. 
What is CWS and what happens 
in its most extreme cases? 

FOLLOWERS6 FUNCTIONS: complaining
GRAMMAR: modals 1: may, might, 

can, could, will, won’t; modals 2: 
should, shouldn’t, must, mustn’t, 
can’t

VOCABULARY: admiration; fame

OBJECTIVES

5 1.29  Read the article again and listen. In which paragraph are 
each of these points made? Write 1–4 in the boxes below and 
underline the words and phrases in the article which helped you 
choose your answers.

  Th e desire to learn from successful people is an inherent human 
characteristic.

  Most people with an interest in celebrities don’t let it take over 
their lives.

  A few people take celebrity obsession to a dangerous level.
  TV, newspapers and the Internet have meant it’s much easier to 

keep up to date with celebrities.
  Excessive obsession with the rich and famous now has a name.
  Th roughout history, people have taken an interest in the rich 

and famous.
  Th ere are many more opportunities these days to att ain 

celebrity status. 
  Many people are obsessed with celebrity culture these days and 

seemingly, more so than in the past.

6 SPEAKING  Work in pairs and discuss the questions. 

1 Name the three most popular celebrities among people of your age. 
Why are they popular? Do you like them? Why (not)? 

2 Which famous people, if any, do you follow on Twitt er or in 
the media? 

3 Why do you think that some people fi nd the lives of celebrities 
so interesting?

4 Would you like to be famous? Why (not)?

A B C
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Making logical conclusions 
(syllogisms) 
A syllogism is a system of logic where a conclusion is 
drawn from two propositions that are assumed to be 
true. It is oft en att ributed to the Greek philosopher 
Aristotle, who used the following example:
All men are mortal. (proposition 1)
Socrates is a man. (proposition 2)
Th erefore, Socrates is mortal. (conclusion)
Syllogisms can only work if both propositions are true, 
so before we accept any conclusion, we should consider 
whether each of the propositions on which it is based 
is indeed true. 

6  FOLLOWER S

1 Look carefully at these two syllogisms. Find the fl aws 
in the logic of each conclusion. 

1 A lot of famous people love att ention.
 Meryl Streep is famous.
  Th erefore, she loves being followed by the paparazzi.
2 People who have CWS obsess over celebrities.
 Liam has CWS.
 Th erefore, Liam is obsessed with Neymar.

2 WRITING  Work in pairs. Write a valid conclusion and 
an invalid conclusion for this syllogism.

Absolution is an album by Muse.
Lucy has all of Muse’s albums.
Th erefore, …

[1] You might forgive a casual visitor to 
Earth for thinking that the leaders here 
all wear beautiful clothes, have gleaming 
white teeth and wave continually 
while they walk down red carpets into 
luxurious buildings. Judging by the never-
ending TV coverage of award ceremonies 
and the stacks of glossy magazines piled 
up by supermarket checkouts, it’s easy 
to see why this mistake might be made. 
Our 1fi xation on celebrities has never 
been more evident. But according to 
psychologists, this obsession may be 
nothing new. Our 2fascination with the 
rich and famous goes way back, with 
people looking to kings and queens for 
examples of how to dress and behave. For 
instance, the popularity of the traditional 
white wedding dress can be traced back 
to the one worn by Queen Victoria at 
her wedding in 1840. Before this, brides 
traditionally wore dresses in all sorts of 
colours. Going back even further, our 
earliest ancestors lived in tribes, where 
leaders were watched carefully for clues 
on how best to survive. We still live in a 
society dominated by hierarchies and our 
modern-day obsession with celebrities 
could simply be an extension of a basic 
instinct to pay close attention to those at 
the top.

[2] What has changed, of course, is 
the rise of the media, and with it, easier 

access to these glamorous lifestyles – 
something celebrities are all too aware of. 
They know that by constantly appearing 
in online news feeds and reaching out 
to their fans on Twitter, they can raise 
their profi le and make sure they’re not 
forgotten. The growth of the media 
has also meant that there are now 
many more ways to become famous. 
Consequently, we’re no longer simply 
celebrity-watchers but, celebrities-in-
waiting, waiting for our chance to shine 
on the world stage. Many of us believe 
that we’ll be famous one day and the 
idea of becoming the 3centre of attention 
is very real in many of our minds. But 
until then, we’re happy just watching. 
One theory suggests that with the 
decline in large families and close-knit 
communities, celebrities have, for some 
people, taken the place of these social 
groups. Just as we’d once been eager to 
fi nd out what the neighbours were up 
to, we’re now keen to know everything 
about our new ‘family’ members.

[3] But is there really anything 
wrong with caring about what our 4idol 
is doing? Well, like most 5addictions, you 
can suffer from it to varying degrees. 
Most psychologists agree that there’s 
little harm in a casual interest, but when 
things escalate out of control, then it 
becomes more serious. So widespread 

is this phenomenon – albeit to varying 
degrees – that the term Celebrity 
6Worship Syndrome (CWS) has been 
coined to describe it. Various stages of 
this syndrome have been identifi ed. 
The most common form of CWS is, 
thankfully, its mildest. ‘Sufferers’ at this 
stage tend to be extroverts who enjoy 
socialising in large groups. At their worst, 
this group of people risk boring their 
friends to death with details about the 
7object of their affection. Their obsession 
might even be considered no bad thing if 
they’re taking on the healthy habits of a 
positive role model. 

[4] At the other end of the scale 
there are the severe sufferers, but 
fortunately, these are in a very small 
minority. For these people, the obsession 
is out of control and can even lead to 
illegal practices such as 8stalking. ‘Severe 
sufferers’ of CWS will typically feel that 
they have a special connection with the 
celebrity and won’t listen to voices of 
reason. Their actions can turn violent 
when these feelings are inevitably not 
reciprocated. 

But for most of us, our fascination 
with celebrities is nothing more than a 
harmless interest in people who lead very 
different lives. And what could possibly 
be wrong with that? 

What’s up with our celebrity obsession?
D E
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GRAMMAR
Modals 1: may, might, can, could, will, won’t
1 Underline the modal verbs in these sentences from the 

article on page 57 and then match each modal with the 
meanings they give to the sentences in the rule box.

1 You might forgive a casual visitor to Earth for thinking that 
the leaders here all wear beautiful clothes … [when of 
course that isn’t the case]. 

2 For these people, the obsession is out of control and can 
even lead to illegal practices such as stalking. 

3 Th e popularity of the traditional white wedding dress can 
be traced back to the one worn by Queen Victoria. 

4 Our modern-day obsession with celebrities could simply 
be an extension of a basic instinct. 

5 Many of us believe that we’ll be famous one day. 
6 ‘Severe suff erers’ of CWS will typically feel that they have 

a special connection with the celebrity. 
7 [Th ey] won’t listen to voices of reason. 
8 Th eir obsession might even be considered no bad thing if 

they’re taking on the healthy habits of a positive role model.

RULE: 
a hypothesising: example  
b talking about possibility: example 
c talking about habitual behaviour: example 
d refusing: example 
e making a concession: example  and 
f a belief about the future: example 
g theoretical possibility: example 

2 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Discuss the 
diff erence in meaning of the modal verb 
in a and b in each pair of sentences. Pay 
att ention to any time references. 

1 a  I may watch the fi lm tonight – I’ll see 
how I feel.

 b  Th ey may be rich and famous, but are 
they happy?

2 a  It might rain later. I think I heard that 
on the weather forecast this morning.

 b  Th ey might be French. I think they 
said something about her parents 
living in Paris.

3 a  Learning a new language can be 
diffi  cult. 

 b He can speak three languages. 
4 a We could have a problem.
 b  My grandfather could solve most 

problems.
5 a  We’ll be a bit late if we don’t hurry.
 b  Children will get restless if they’ve got 

nothing to do.
6 a  He won’t tell me. It’s so annoying. 

I really want to know!
 b  I really don’t want to go to the party. 

I won’t know anyone there. 

 Workbook page 54

VOCABULARY
Admiration
1 Match the words in italics (1–8) 

in the article on page 57 with the 
meanings. 

1 someone or something that 
everyone is focused on 

2 very strong habits that are 
hard to break 

3 extreme interest in 
4 someone that someone else 

likes very much 
5 someone adored by lots 

of people 
6 the act of following someone 

around and becoming a 
nuisance in their lives 

7 obsession with 
8 to adore 

2 Complete the text with words and phrases from the list.
centre of att ention | object of aff ection | addicted
idols | fascination | worshipped | fi xated | stalker

Pronunciation 
Modal stress and meaning
Go to page 120. 

When I was growing up, the TV was very much the 1  in our 
house. Mum, Dad, me, my baby sister, we were all 2  on that 
litt le box in the living room. It caused a lot of arguments too. 

Take Saturday mornings, for example. Lola wanted to watch her pop 
3  performing on children’s TV. Dad wanted to watch 
the football preview programme to get the latest news on his football 
team. He 4  Chelsea! Mum and I were 5  to 
the cookery programmes. We couldn’t get enough of them. Th ere was 
one chef who mum absolutely loved. She even wrote him a lett er once. 
I think she might have been a secret 6  !

Th e problem is these programmes were all on at the same time and 
we only had one TV. Th ese days, people’s 7  with the TV 
seems to be much less pronounced. Th ere’s a new 8  in 
most people’s lives: their smartphone. 

Workbook page 56
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LISTENING
1 Work in pairs. Make a list of reasons why 

people support a particular sports team. 

2 1.31  Listen to a radio programme 
about Manchester United fans around 
the world. Which of the reasons you listed 
in Exercise 1 did you hear? Which other 
reasons were mentioned? 

3 1.31  Listen again and match the 
speaker (Yoonsu, Carla or Sammy) with 
the sentences, which paraphrase the ideas 
expressed. Th ere are three sentences that 
don’t correspond to any of the speakers. 

1 In my heart I know it’s wrong to 
support them. 

2 Th ey can never be my number one team. 
3 My family say I shouldn’t support them. 
4 I have mixed feelings about 

supporting them. 
5 A team like Manchester United can 

help football in our country.
6 I think the history of the club is what 

appeals to me. 
7 It was great to see someone from my 

country playing at the highest level. 
8 It’s all about money. 
9 I’m not sure how I can feel this way about a 

foreign team but I do. 
10 I was att racted to them because of the way 

they played the game. 
11 Th ey donate a lot of money to help young 

players from my country. 
12 I started supporting them because they 

were a very successful team. 

SPEAKING
Discuss in small groups.

1 What sports teams do you follow?
2 How do you feel when they lose?
3 How do you feel when they win?
4 What do these teams mean to you? 
5  Are there any famous players from your country who play 

in foreign teams?
6 How do people in your country feel about this?

Teamwork 
1 Rank the following qualities in order of how important 

they are to be a good team player (1 = least important; 
5 = most important). 

 being a good listener
 possessing strong leadership skills
 having a small ego
 liking your teammates
 respecting your teammates 

2 Th ink of and note down other important qualities and 
decide on your fi nal top fi ve.

3 SPEAKING  Work in groups of four. Compare your 
ranking and agree on a new list of fi ve. 

4 SPEAKING  Discuss in pairs.

1 How easy was it to come up with a group list?
2 Did your group work well as a team? Why (not)?
3 What sports teams can you think of that are an example of
 a good teamwork?
 b bad teamwork?
4 What makes them good/bad?
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READING
1 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Imagine you’re the agent of a famous person. What advice would you give 

them to help them increase their popularity? 

2 Read the article quickly. Which of your ideas are mentioned? What’s the purpose of the article?

3 Read the article again and answer the questions. 

1 What do the Kardashians and the Hiltons have in common?
2 What do Johnny Depp and Jennifer Lawrence have in common?
3 Why is it really diffi  cult to keep a low profi le if you’re famous?
4 Why should you be careful how you act in public if you’re famous?
5 Why should awards ceremonies be avoided?
6 What is the danger of trying to keep a low profi le?

4 SPEAKING  For each piece of advice 
given in the article, give it a score 
from 3 (great) to 0 (rubbish). Th en 
compare with a partner. How 
diff erent were your scores? What 
other advice would you give?

How to avoid the limelight
It might be hard to believe in today’s 

celebrity-obsessed world, but not everyone 
who’s famous wants to be in the limelight. 
While it seems the likes of the Kardashians 
and the Hiltons will do all they can to remain 
in the public eye (though arguably they’re 
famous for little more than being famous), 
there are still some publicity-shy celebrities 
who choose to stay out of the limelight and 
keep their private lives private. 

Global fi lm star Johnny Depp, for example, 

does his best to avoid fans when not shooting a 

fi lm by staying at home. As he once said, ‘If the 

choice is between being constantly gawked at 

and sitting in a chair in a dark room, I prefer the 

dark room.’ Fellow actor Jennifer Lawrence has 

complained about feeling the pressure from 

Hollywood to look a certain way. As a result, 

she tends to keep her head down and not 

make eye contact with people when she’s out. 

But the truth is that in a world where 

there’s always someone looking for a story 

to sell, it’s almost impossible to be invisible if 

you’re famous. If you’re not happy being the 

centre of attention, perhaps you should think 

carefully before stepping into the 

limelight. But shouldn’t it be 

possible to be known for 

what you do and not for 

who you are? Here are 

a few tips to keep 

you out of the latest 

celebrity gossip columns. 

   Stay away from social media. Tweeting 

or posting updates is an absolute no-no for anyone 

who doesn’t want to increase their media presence. 

If you’re at all serious about keeping a low profi le, 

then you must avoid the likes of Twitter and Facebook.

   Be on your best behaviour at all times. When you’re famous, 

you can’t expect to be able to make a scene in a restaurant 

without reading all about it in the papers the next day. Your life belongs to the public, 

unfortunately. But if you don’t give them anything to write about, then clearly they 

can’t write anything about you.

  Decline all invitations to appear on TV. There’s no better way to get your face 

recognised by the masses than by making a TV appearance or two. Even if it’s to 

talk about your latest fi lm or book, TV is something you should avoid. 

  Stick to what you know. If you’re an author, write books. If you’re an actor, make 

fi lms. Don’t be tempted to try something new. You’ll only draw more attention to 

yourself. And if you do it badly, people will be more than happy to point it out. 

  Don’t attend awards ceremonies. Remember, there are hardly any that aren’t 

televised these days. Even if you don’t win, the cameras will still be there to zoom in 

on your reaction as the winner’s name is announced. And if you do win, then there’s 

that acceptance speech to make.

   Have ordinary people as friends. Most celebrities tend to hang out with other 

celebs forming ever-increasing circles of famous friends. These are always a 

magnet for drawing attention. Stick with your friends from before you were 

famous. Hopefully, they’ll be good enough friends not to sell your stories 

to the press. 

Of course, the public have short memories and if you don’t 
do anything to remind them who you are, you mustn’t be 
surprised if you soon fi nd yourself on the list of has-beens. 
It’s the price you pay for not playing the celebrity game. 
But if that happens, you can’t really complain, can you?
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GRAMMAR
Modals 2: should, shouldn’t, must, 
mustn’t, can’t
1 Complete the example sentences and check 

them in the article on page 60. Th en match 
each modal with its function.

1 But  it be possible to be known 
for what you do and not for who you are?

2 If you’re at all serious about keeping a low 
profi le, then you  avoid the likes 
of Twitt er and Facebook.

3 TV is something you  avoid.
4 If you don’t do anything to remind them who 

you are, you  be surprised if you 
soon fi nd yourself on the list of has-beens.

RULE: 
a what you’d expect (under normal 

circumstances): example 
b strong advice: example 
c it’s reasonable: example 
d advice: example 

2 Read the sentences. In each one, who do you 
think is talking to whom? What do you think 
they are talking about? 

1 a You should think carefully about the off er.
 b You should arrive on time if you leave now.
2 a You shouldn’t stay up too late.
 b You shouldn’t be surprised if she says no.
3 a Th ey must be really happy about the news.
 b You must watch this fi lm.
4 a You mustn’t tell anyone.
 b You mustn’t be too hopeful.
5 a You can’t go to the party.
 b She can’t be very popular.

3 SPEAKING  Work in pairs. Look at the 
sentences in Exercise 2 and discuss the 
diff erence in meaning of the modal verb in 
a and b. Pay att ention to time reference in 
each case. 

4 WRITING  Choose two of the sentences 
in Exercise 2 and use them to write mini 
dialogues of 4–6 lines. 

A You should think carefully about the offer. 
B Really? I wasn’t very impressed with it.
A You won’t get a better one, I promise.
B That’s where I disagree. I think I will.
A Well, I hope you don’t end up regretting it.
B I won’t. Workbook page 55

VOCABULARY
Fame
1 Match the sentence halves.

1 She’s enjoyed being in the 
2 He’s an up-and- 
3 He hasn’t made a fi lm for years. He’s a has- 
4 She doesn’t like att ention and tries 
5 I used to really like that band but 
6 I really like this new band and they’re 
7 She follows all of her idols 
8 Th e party was amazing. All the A-list 

a coming comedian. He’s going to be huge!
b celebrities were there.
c on Twitt er.
d certainly one to watch out for.
e been. I wonder what happened to him?
f they just disappeared without a trace.
g to keep a low profi le.
h limelight since she was in the school play aged six.

2 SPEAKING  Complete the sentences with the missing 
words. Th en work in pairs and discuss the questions.

1 What famous people can you think of who like 
to keep  ?

2 Who are the A-  celebrities in your country?
3 Do you enjoy being in the  ? Why (not)?
4 How many bands can you think of that have  

 a  in the last year? 
5 Do you  anyone on social media? Who?

 Workbook page 56

WRITING
An essay
1 Read these essay titles.

 ● Famous people have a right to privacy. Discuss.
 ● Some people will do anything for fame. Discuss.
 ● Th e media is too focused on celebrities. Discuss.

2 Your class had a discussion on the third title. You 
made the notes below. How could you organise 
them into an essay structure?

 ● Famous people sell newspapers.
 ● Th ey’re a distraction from all of the horrible things 

happening in the world right now.
 ● Our children are growing up wanting to be famous. 

Th ere needs to be a balance.

3 Your teacher has asked you to write one of the 
essays from Exercise 1. Write your essay in 220–260 
words.
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MUM Where are you off  to, Jack?
JACK Sorry, Mum. I can’t stop. Th e match starts in an hour.
MUM Th e match?
JACK Yes, Mum. Th e match. We’re playing City in the cup. 

I’ve got to be at Matt’s house in 15 minutes, otherwise I’ll 
miss my lift. His dad’s taking us.

MUM You might have told me. I’m half way through making 
lunch for us.

JACK I told you last week, Mum. You probably weren’t 
listening.

MUM Last week? Th at’s no good. I need reminding, Jack. 
I’ve got other things to think about than just your 
social life.

JACK OK, Mum. Do you mind if I go to the football match 
with Matt? Please?

MUM Well it’s a bit late now, isn’t it? Just out of curiosity – 
didn’t you go to a match last Saturday?

JACK Yes, Mum. But that was in the league. Th is is a cup 
game.

MUM Football, football. It’s always football. Haven’t you got 
anything else to do with your time? 

JACK Give me a break, Mum. I really haven’t got time for 
this now.

MUM But seriously, Jack. I mean if you’re not watching it, 
you’re playing it. It’s all you ever talk about. And then 
there are those awful football PC games you play. I hate 
to think how much time you waste playing those. Th ere 
must be other things that you could take an interest in.

JACK Come on, Mum. I really don’t need this now.
MUM How about making some new friends? You can’t 

spend your whole life hanging out with just Matt. 
Haven’t you met anyone new at school this year?

JACK Well, yeah, I guess, but…
MUM And what about your homework? I don’t suppose 

you’ve done that yet, by any chance? 
JACK It doesn’t have to be in until Th ursday.
MUM Well, why don’t you do it now? Be one step ahead for 

a change.
JACK I’ll do it after the match when I get back.
MUM Fat chance of that happening. You’ll be too tired. 

You’ll just want to watch the football highlights on TV.
JACK Well, I’ll do it after that. I promise.
MUM It’s just that I worry, Jack. I do. You need more than 

just football. It’s taking over your life.
JACK No it isn’t, Mum. I’m interested in loads of other 

things.
MUM Like what?
JACK Like um …
MUM You see, Jack. You need to go out and fi nd some new 

interests. Go and make some new friends.
JACK Sorry, Mum, I’ve got to go.
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1 Look at the photos and answer the questions.

1 Where is Jack going?
2 What is his mum doing and why?

2 1.32  Now read and listen to the photostory. Check your ideas.

PHOTOSTORY: episode 2

A new 
interest
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3 Work in pairs. Discuss what you think happens 
next. Write down your ideas.
He’s too late and misses his lift to the game.

4 EP2  Watch the video to � nd out how the 
story continues. Did you guess correctly?

5 Answer the questions.

1 How do Jack and his friend Ma�  feel a� er the 
game? Why? 

2 How does Jack say he deals with his mum’s 
‘strange’ concerns?

3 What do Jack and his mum talk about when he 
gets home?

4 What is Jack looking for in the shop?
5 What does he � nd out he has in common with 

the shop assistant, Isabelle?
6 Where does Jack tell his mum he’s going the 

next day?
7 Why is she shocked at what he’s wearing?

PHRASES FOR FLUENCY
1 Find these expressions in the story. Who says 

them? How do you say them in your language? 

1 Just out of curiosity
2 You might have told me 
3 Come on
4 for a change
5 …, by any chance?
6 Fat chance

2 Use the expressions in Exercise 1 to complete 
the dialogues.

1 A  Have you tidied your bedroom? I want that 
done before you go out.

 B   , Dad, I haven’t got time. I’ll do it 
later.

2 A  We always eat Chinese. Why don’t we try 
something di� erent  ?

 B OK, let’s go to the Italian.
3 A Do you think we’re going to win today?
 B  . � ey’re way be� er than we are.
4 A   , can I ask you why you’re wearing 

that hat?
 B  Yeah, I’m going to a hat party. Everyone has 

to wear a funny hat.
5 A   you were a vegetarian. I’d have 

cooked something di� erent.
 B I’m really sorry. I forgot.
6 A Can you lend me ten pounds,  ?
 B Sorry, I haven’t got ten pounds.

FUNCTIONS
Complaining 
1 Write the phrases in the correct column.

It’s always football | Haven’t you got anything else to do 
with your time? | But seriously, … it’s all you ever talk 
about. | Give me a break … | I really haven’t got time 
for this now. | I really don’t need this now.

Making a complaint Responding to a complaint
It’s always (football) Give me a break …

2 ROLE PLAY  Work in pairs. Role play the conversation 
between Olivia and her parent. Student A: Go to 
page 127. Student B: Go to page 128.

Olivia is mad about horses. She’s about to go horse-riding. 
Her dad thinks she spends too much time on her hobby.

DEVELOPING SPEAKING

WordWise 
Expressions with take
1 Look at these sentences from the unit so far. 

Complete them with the phrases from the list. 
take my word for it | take his mind o� 
taken an interest in | take it (that)
take it personally | take over their lives

1 Finally, something to  football!
2 I  they didn’t win.
3 Don’t  . She just thinks that if I had other 

friends I might � nd some new interests.
4 Most people with an interest in celebrities don’t 

let it  .
5 Yeah,  , that will be the end of our dream 

for a championship win for another year.
6 � roughout history people have  the rich 

and famous.

2 Choose the correct options.

1 I told her I wasn’t meaning to criticise. Why does 
she always take everything so over / personally?

2 It’s always nice when someone else takes my word / 
an interest in you and your life.

3 I’m going for a walk to take my word / my mind o�  
the problem.

4 You don’t believe me? Well, don’t take my word for 
it / it personally. Ask Mr Jones.

5 What a big smile! I take it / take your word for it 
you’ve had some good news!

 Workbook page 57




